JHE NORTH STONINGTON QUARTERLY
Winter 13-14

BoARD OF SELECTMEN

Happy Holidays and Happy New Year! With the elections behind us, the Board can turn to
beginning the annual budget process of assessing department needs and objectives for the Town.
January should contain the annual Tri-Board meeting (Selectmen, Finance, and Education) in
which we review the state of the Town, discuss funding priorities and identify short and long-term
goals. About that time, bids for architectural services for the Emergency Services Center should be
received and evaluated.

Before the end of 2013, the Selectmen planned to choose candidate projects, which would be
eligible for Small Town Economic Assistance Program (STEAP) grants. Also, by the fime you read
this, the Plan of Conservation and Development (POCD) will have been submitted to the State
Office of Policy and Management and the Board should be evaluating how to integrate its goals
into our strategic planning.

There are still several vacancies on fown committees — anyone wishing information on how

they might become more involved in helping to meet the challenges of running a small town are
encouraged to contact the First Selectmen’s office. The Board hopes all had a safe and enjoyable
holiday season.

NORTH STONINGTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS

There are a number of items that | would like to bring to your attention. We have a couple of new
additions to the Board of Education. Julia Buzzee and Christine Wagner were sworn in as the
newest members along with Bob Carlson, Dave McCord and Alex Karpinski. At their first meeting,
the BOE elected Dave McCord as Chair, Bob Carlson as Vice-Chair and Walt Mathwich as
Secretary.

Chris Sandford, Wheeler principal, has resigned to take a position as Headmaster of Woodstock
Academy. We thank Chris for his dedicated service to North Stonington and wish him well. For the
duration of the school year, the district conducted a search for an interim principal and, at the
November BOE meeting, they appointed Mr. Donald Macrino to serve as principal until the end of
June. We are fortunate to have Mr. Macrino with us. He has impeccable credentials as a
long-serving principal of Waterford High School, from where he retired last year. He has extensive
experience in some relevant topics facing Wheeler, such as NEASC (New England Association of
Schools and Colleges) and facilities planning and building. We will search for a new principal in the
new year.

You should know that the district has decided to forgo the traditional CMT/CAPT (except for
science) testing this year. Instead, our students will take the Smarter Balanced-Field Test. The SM-FT
is administered using the computer. This will allow our students and teachers the opportunity to
gain experience in the new test, which was slated to begin next year anyway. Further information
will be forthcoming.

PETER NERO, SUPERINTENDENT a



JAX CorLLecTOR’S CORNER

Don't forget that second half Tax payments are
due in January!!

SANDY STEINHART

NORTH STONINGTON EDUCATION
FOUNDATION

The goal of the North Stonington Education
Foundation is to fund creative, innovative and
inspiring ideas that improve the educational
experience of our children and community. These
ideas come not only from our educators, but also
from members of our community. If you have an
idea that meets this goal, apply for a grant!

Thanks to our supporters, the North Stonington
Education Foundation has been able to fund a
variety of programs totaling more than $100,000
during our first nine years!

Please join us for our Trivia Event on February 21,
2014 at the Pawcatuck VFW.

For more information, go to www.nsedfoundation.org.

JowN JREASURER’S REPORT

With the start of my é6th term as Town
Treasurer, | will be working closely with the
Board of Selectmen to finance several large
capital projects for the Town as approved in
this year's budget, along with the new
Center for Emergency Services.

The Board of Finance has also requested
additional reporting each month and | am
working with the Town's Bookkeeper to
create those items to allow for the Board
members to have better oversight of Town
and Board of Education spending.

During the first quarter of the year, | will also
be reviewing investments of funds in order to
secure the best return possible on our
monies and, although we will be making our
last bond payment for the previous school
renovations in the Spring, | am looking at
several options to keep our redemption of
debt fees to a minimum for the upcoming
fiscal year.

RoBIN D. ROOHR, TOWN TREASURER

BoARD OF FINANCE

With town elections now behind us, the Board of Finance will convene with two new members,
Charles Steinhart and Tim Main. Ongoing Board of Finance responsibilities for 2014 will be the fiscal
oversight of initiated capital projects as adopted in the current budget, such as the wall
refurbishment of the Town Hall parking lot. The Board has also been apprised on an ongoing basis

of the progress on the EMS/Fire Complex project.

We welcome all members of the public to attend our meetings to offer their input, especially as the
2014-2015 budget planning begins. Please refer to the Board of Finance on the Town website for

meeting dates and pertinent information.

PLANNING AND Z,0NING QFFICIAL / L,AND USE QFFICE

The Plan of Conservation and Development (POCD) is finished! Thank you to all who participated
in the process. | am excited to work with you in the future when we begin to implement the Plan.
The next step is to revise the Zoning Regulations so that they are less cumbersome and more
consistent with the goals of the new plan. Keep an eye on the town website for meeting
announcements, though most discussions about Zoning Regulations will occur at the regular
Planning and Zoning meetings. In addition to revising the regulations, | hope to begin the Master
Planning process for the planning opportunity areas identified in the Plan. Let’s keep the
momentum of the POCD going by staying involved in the planning process!

JULIET LEEMING,

SENIOR PLANNING AND ZONING OFFICIAL



NORTH STONINGTON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

As in all school districts in CT, feaching and learning at North Stonington Elementary School is going
through great change. Instruction is now based on the Common Core State Standards (CCSS) to
ensure all students are college or career ready upon graduation from high school. Each grade
level has specific learning expectations based on the CCSS, which represent what students should
know and be able to do at the end of each grade level.

Both the English Language Arts and Math standards require that our students solve complex
problems, think critically, read and write proficiently, and develop and defend their ideas. Our
students are reading more advanced fiction and non-fiction text and asking and answering higher
level questions that require evidence from the text to respond. This year students will be expected
to plan and write narrative, expository, and even persuasive pieces. In math, the children are
expected to build deeper understanding of fewer concepts each year. They are expected to be
fluent with arithmetic, apply their knowledge to real world situations and demonstrate a deep
understanding of mathematical concepts. For more information on the CCSS and to download a
grade level parent guide visit: http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/cwp/view.aspea=26188&q=322592.

Students in grades 3-5 will be taking the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium test this year.
There will be tests for each grade in Language Arts and Math. Parents and students are invited to
take the sample assessments at http://sbac.portal.airast.org/practice-test/. On the page click on
Explore Smarter Balanced Practice Test and then click on the green box.

Thank you to all for the continued support of our students and school.

VERONICA WILKISON, PRINCIPAL

HeEWITT FARM TWINTER UPDATE

Winter is a great time to enjoy the outdoors at Hewitt Farm. In addition to hiking, biking and
exercising your dog, try your snowshoes on our scenic trails. For the horse community, a setback of
15 to 20 feet has been established around all hayfields. Here you can enjoy hitching a horse to a
sleigh or riding through the snow. Cross-country skiers are also welcome. Trail maps are available
at any of the trailheads or on the town website (www.northstoningtonct.gov).

For young children, the amphitheater slope near the 1750 Farm House and the Green provides a
wonderful sledding area. Parking is available inside the Hewitt Road entrance off Route 2 or in the
marked parking area 4 mile down Hewitt Road from Ryder Road.

The Community Garden Association had a successful first season at the farm and will be
expanding the plots available for rent in 2014. Plot sign-up will begin Feb. 3-7 for returning
gardeners, Feb. 10-14 for North Stonington residents and open enrollment thereafter. The plot
rental fee is $25 for a 12'x47’ space. For more information contact Mary Ann Ricker (860-535-2426).

Last, but not least, the Hewitt Farm Committee recently received a generous donation from the
North Stonington Garden Club to be used for the purchase of permanent trail signs for the farm.
We are in the process of selecting and ordering attractive, durable wooden signs and hope to
install them throughout the property by spring.

For any questions, call Nita Kincaid (860-535-1416) or Dick Cooper (860-535-0528) e






CONSERVATION COMMISSION

Efforts continue with our frail work to open up town owned "Open Space" for public use. Currently,
Stillman Hill Preserve, a property off Wyassup Road, is in the works. This gorgeous 28 acre property
slopes down to about 14 miles of Pachaug Forest. When completed this winter, it will be available
for hiking, mountain biking and equestrian use. Bring a picnic lunch in the spring and sit along the
banks of Yawbux Stream. Beaver, turkey and deer enjoy the property as well.

Further out in our plans is a hiking and equestrian frail from the top of Chester Maine Road down to
Wyassup Road. Extensive trail work is necessary before it can be opened to the public. Volunteers
are needed to do light trail clearing. Consider this opportunity to volunteer, get out in the woods,

and contribute to our growing trail system.

A few 2014 Community Calendars, for $10 each, are still available. Contact Bill Ricker at 535-2426.
Familiar scenes each month, all from North Stonington, will enhance your wall for appointments,

holidays, and local events.

NORTH STONINGTON
VOLUNTEER FIRE CoO., INC.

The North Stonington Volunteer Fire Company
responded to 224 alarms in the fiscal year
2012/2013. During the incidents, the members
volunteered 3,663.67 man-hours. The members
also attended 331 other events such as training,
meeting and fire prevention.

Everyone knows the adage “Every Second
Counts” when referring to an emergency and it's
true. The difference between life and death
may only be a few seconds for a victim. This fact
has not been ignored by governmental
agencies and community organizations; millions
of dollars have been poured into technologically
advanced E-211 systems over the past 15-20
years. However, with all of this technology, we
have ignored one small problem. People should
mark their home or business addresses with a
reflective 6"x18" double-sided address marker.
The cost is $15 per sign and the money raised will
go towards much needed equipment. Order
forms can be found at the Firehouse, Wheeler
Library, and the Town Hall. Please pick up an
order form today!

FIRE CHIEF

CHARLES A. STEINHART V,

NORTH STONINGTON
HISTORICAL SOCIETY

From our mission statement: the society works
to promote awareness and understanding of
the sociological, economic, political, cultural,
and natural history of our town. The society
strives to nurture and preserve an evolving
collection of land records, genealogical
materials and other historical artifacts within
the headquarters, the 18th century Stephen
Main Homestead, in the center of the village.
The society supports the study of local history
in the schools. It encourages identification
and stewardship of historical sites and
structures, including houses, cemeteries, old
roads, and stonewalls.

Interested in genealogy¢ The A. Morgan
Stewart Memorial Library is housed in the
Homestead and is a freasure trove of material.
It is open Tuesdays from 2-4, or by
appointment. The Society hosts speakers
programs, open to everyone, about eight
times a year. For questions, contact
860-535-9448 or go to
http://nostonhistoricalsociety.homestead.com
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