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REGULAR MEETING

THURSDAY, JUNE 1, 2017 7:00 P.M.

New Town Hall

Conference Room
40 Main Street
North Stonington, CT  06359

MINUTES APPROVED ~ JUNE 8, 2017
1.   CALL MEETING TO ORDER:  Chairman Lou Steinbrecher called the Regular Meeting of the North Stonington Planning & Zoning Commission to order on Thursday, June 1, 2017 at 7:01 p.m. at the New Town Hall, Conference Room.  

       COMMISSIONERS PRESENT:  Lou Steinbrecher, Chairman, Elaine Boissevain, Vice-Chair, Joseph Siner, Secretary, Wayne Wilkinson, Ann Brown and Alternate Member Pat Lewis
       COMMISSIONERS ABSENT:  Alternate Members Ed McGowan and Julie Lanier
       STAFF PRESENT:  Planning, Development & Zoning Official Juliet Hodge & Administrative Assistant Cheryl Konsavitch 
2.   ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA:  None
3.   PUBLIC COMMENT:  
A resident asked the Commission to reconsider changing the regulation pertaining to increase the size limitation of an accessory apartment, the Commission stated this is something they are looking at right now.
4.  PUBLIC HEARINGS:

RC #17-025 Application of the Town of North Stonington Planning & Zoning Commission, 40 Main Street, North Stonington, CT 06359 to modify Zoning Regulation pursuant to Section 1304 for the following: Section 1001.4 (Animals & Fowl) to add additional size classification for animals for density purposes.   (PH scheduled for 06/01/17; received on 05/04/17)
J. Siner read the application into the record.

Seated:  L. Steinbrecher, E. Boissevain, J. Siner, W. Wilkinson, A. Brown

J. Hodge went over the regulation change stating they were adding an additional size classification for animals for density purposes.  The animals would be classified as large, medium and small.

The Commission discussed making pigs a large animal regardless of size or weight or possibly by Special Permit.  

Chairman Steinbrecher asked if there were any questions or comments from the public pertaining to this application.  The following people spoke:

Bill Ricker
Shawn Murphy

Deborah Finco

Anne Nalwalk

Chairman Steinbrecher read four e-mails into the record in support of this regulation change from the following people:
Rep. Diana Urban

Lisa Cooney

Sue Ames

Andrew LaBrecque

Chairman Steinbrecher also read a letter from SCCOG into the record.

A. Brown also stated there was an e-mail from MaryAnn Chinatti, Thompson Planner pertaining to piggeries.  
Chairman Steinbrecher asked if there was anyone from the public speaking in favor of this application.  The following people spoke:

Brian Rathbun

Deborah Finco  
Chairman Steinbrecher asked if there was anyone from the public speaking against this application.  There were none.

MOTION by J. Siner, SECOND by E. Boissevain to close the Public Hearing on RC #17-025.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
5.  COMMISSION REVIEW:

CGS 8-24 #17-047 (CT General Statue 8-24), On behalf of the Board of Selectmen, First Selectman Shawn P. Murphy requesting Planning & Zoning Commission review, in accordance with CGS 8-24, on the following item:  A request by the homeowners of the Chester Maine Estates Subdivision to have the Town quit claim the bridle trail to them, parcels 95-1578, 102-2790, 95-5348

Secretary Siner read the request into the record.

Shawn Murphy, 1st Selectman went over the timeline on the history of this parcel.

J. Hodge also went over the request and gave a bit of history on the property and Bill Ricker of the Conservation Commission stated there are markers located along the trails identifying them as open space and they have cleared 90% of the trails.
Jonathan Edwards a resident of Chester Maine Road stated he is representing about 20 household who are working to start a Homeowners Association.

The following people has questions or comments:

Anne Nalwalk

MaryAnn Ricker

Bill Ricker

Brian Rathbun

The Commission discussed and stated they would need an attorney’s opinion on the Planning and Zoning process on the proposed request.
The Commission will continue this request to their June 8th meeting.

6.  PENDING APPLICATIONS:

RC #17-025 Application of the Town of North Stonington Planning & Zoning Commission, 40 Main Street, North Stonington, CT 06359 to modify Zoning Regulation pursuant to Section 1304 for the following: Section 1001.4 (Animals & Fowl) to add additional size classification for animals for density purposes.      
MOTION by E. Boissevain, SECOND by W. Wilkinson to approve RC #17-025 with the change of putting pigs into the large classification regardless of size and weight, Effective the day after publication, June 8, 2017.  MOTION CARRIED.
A. Brown - Opposed

7.  PLANNING ISSUES & DISCUSSION:    

A.  POCD Implementation 
B.  Proposed Change of Zoning District Classification (western end of Route 2) 
Brief discussion on the proposed uses for the zone.
C.  Wintechog Hill Project

J. Hodge stated the have received a formal quote from Milone & MacBroom for a conceptual plan for Wintechog Hill for $8,500 and plan to move forward.
MaryAnn Ricker also stated there will be a housing tour to visit affordable housing sites sponsored by the North Stonington Affordable Housing Committee on Saturday, June 17th from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  The bus departs North Stonington Town Hall parking lot and will visit Ferry Crossing in Old Saybrook, Spruce Meadows in Pawcatuck and a presentation will be given of other projects in the region with a wrap up and lunch.
Anyone interested please RSVP to Mary Ann Ricker (860) 535-2426 or marykricker@comcast.net
8.   SENIOR PLANNER & ZONING OFFICIAL’S REPORT/ISSUES:  
A.  ZEO Activity Report/May
J. Hodge went over her activity report for the month 

Bill Ricker briefly informed the Commission of a pocket park to be constructed on the corner of Route’s 184 and 49 which he stated has received the proper approvals.  Mr. Ricker stated that he is taking $50 donations for bushes.

B.  Bond release request for an Insurance Bond in the amount ONE HUNDRED EIGHTY FOUR THOUSAND SEVENTY FIVE AND 00/100 DOLLARS ($184,075.00) from HSB Partners, LLC for site work associated with SPEC #14-079 (Special Permit) Application of HSB Partners, LLC, P.O. Box 98, North Franklin, CT  06254 for the construction of a 27,221 square foot warehouse distribution facility on property owned by the Mashantucket Pequot Tribe at 41 Norwich-Westerly Road, North Stonington, CT  06359 in an OR/AP Zone.  Tax Map #122, Parcel #0574 
MOTION by A. Brown, SECOND by W. Wilkinson to release the bond contingent upon the project is complete as approved.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
9.   NEW APPLICATIONS:  None    
10.  OLD BUSINESS:  None  
11.  REVIEW MINUTES:

Review minutes of Regular Meeting of 05/11/17
The Commission accepted the minutes of 05/11/17 
12.  ADJOURNMENT:

MOTION by E. Boissevain, SECOND by J. Siner to adjourn the meeting at 9:50 p.m.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.
Respectfully Submitted,
Cheryl Konsavitch, Administrative Assistant

Planning & Zoning Office
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